
Wes Gallagher Messianic Seder Adapted from Holly Allen 
 

 Passover Celebration 
 
Welcome Children Outside of Room 
 
Father: Tonight is a very special night, a solemn night, a serious night.  Tonight we first remember a very 
gruesome miracle that God performed for the sake of his people, the Israelites.  Also, we remember a very 
gruesome sacrifice that God made for all who would choose to be his people.    
 
As parents we want you to know about this sacrifice because we want to prepare you for the question 
you will one day answer – “Will you choose to be one of God’s people for your whole life?”  We are 
bringing you up among God’s people, as one of God’s people, and so we share this night with you because 
we hope to impress upon you the love of God - by teaching you about the times God has reached into 
history to break the chains of oppression, to restore justice and to invite human beings into shalom – a 
state of peace and well being. 
 
Mother: Tonight we re-live the night of the Passover.  On this night the Angel of God travelled throughout 
the land of Egypt and visited every home.  In each Egyptian home he killed the firstborn son.  God gave 
special instructions to his people; we were to sacrifice a choice lamb to take the place of our firstborn 
sons.  In this bowl is blood collected from the sacrificed lamb.  As you dip this brush into the bowl and 
paint a stripe on this doorpost, remember this blood was shed for you so that tonight when the Angel of 
the Lord comes in judgment upon Egypt, he will Passover your house because a sacrifice has already been 
given in your place. 
 
Host: (Inside room speaks to each child.)  Your doorpost has been prepared; now go take the seat that has 
been reserved for you with your family. 
 
Shema Israel by Micha’el Ben David will play as children paint the doorpost and take their seats. 
 
Shema Slide: Israel’s daily prayer.  A discipline reminding them daily of their faith in God and the need to 
impress that love upon the hearts of their children.   
 
A Night to Remember: Israel’s calendar offered special days for adults to remember & children to be 
taught.  Through the centuries Christians have marked the calendar to remember birth, death & 
resurrection.  “We need more often to be reminded than to be taught.”   Experiential remembering.  
We remember: God Created separating light from darkness in the beginning.  Fall – darkness won the day, 
through Jesus the ultimate light re-entered the world 
 
Father:  As we light these candles, we are reminded of the Light entering into and changing human 
history, and we pray for the light of the Spirit of God to reveal to all of our hearts the rich meaning of this 
Passover celebration. 
 
All:  (Father lead, all repeat)   (Mothers Lighting Candles) Blessed are You, O LORD our God, Ruler of 
the universe, who has set us apart by his word, and in whose Name we light these Passover 
candles. 
 
Youngest Child:  What does the Passover mean? 
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Mother:  The Passover is the time for the “Telling” or Haggadah.  The Passover story has been told for 
thousands of years.  It is a story about God.  It is a story from God. 
  
Father:  We celebrate the Passover to remember the time that God saved the His people from death and 
slavery in Egypt. 
 
Father?:  (Mother: Showing the Ceremonial plate) The symbols of the story are important.  We see on the 
Ceremonial plate: maror (the bitter herbs) to remind us that slavery is bitter; khagigah (a roasted egg) 
and karpas (the green vegetables) to remind us there is always hope with God; charoset (a sweet apple 
mixture) to remind us that freedom is sweet; salt water to remind us of the tears of the Israelites who 
were slaves, and a shank bone of lamb to remind us of the lambs that were sacrificed to redeem the 
lives of the firstborn sons of Israel. 
 
The First Cup of Wine (Cup of Sanctification) 
 
Father:  We will drink from our wine cups four times tonight to represent the four promises God made to 
Moses about how he would redeem the children of Israel.   In Exodus 6:1 the LORD says to Moses: “Now 
you will see what I will do…” 
 
All:  (Father lead, all repeat) 

“…I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians… 
I will free you from being slaves… 
I will redeem you with an outstretched arm… 
I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God…” 

  
Father:  At Passover, we celebrate these promises of redemption and relationship by drinking from our 
cups four times.  First we remember God’s words “I will bring you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians.”  (Lifting cup)  This is the Cup of Sanctification, it reminds us of how God called us out and set 
us apart from the Egyptians, from all nations to be his special people with a special purpose.  Lift your 
cups and repeat this blessing. 
 
All: (Father lead, all repeat) 

“Blessed are You, O LORD our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who creates the fruit of the vine.” 

 
Father: Let us all drink of this first cup of Passover. (All drink) 
(After drinking) We will now look at the first food on our Seder plates. 
 
Parsley (Karpas) 
 
Father:  (Lifting up the parsley, celery, and lettuce) Passover is a holiday that comes in the springtime, 
when the earth is becoming green with life.  This vegetable, called karpas represents life, created and 
sustained by Almighty God. 
 
Mother: (Lifting up the salt water) But life in Egypt was hard, so the salt water reminds us of the tears our 
people cried as they worked as slaves all year round.  Let us each take a portion of the karpas and dip it 
into the “tears” to remind us that sometimes life is hard. 
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All: (Father lead, all repeat) 
“Blessed are You, O LORD our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who creates the fruit of the earth.” 

 
Father: Now let us all eat the karpas. 
 
 
The First Question 
First Child:  This night seems very different from other nights.  Why is this dinner so slow and long? 
 
First Father: The first Passover was eaten by people who were slaves.  They had to eat quickly, with all 
their things packed and ready to travel, because God was about to set them free.  But today we can eat 
this meal relaxed and comfortable because we are free. 
 
The Story of Passover (Maggid) 
 
Father?:  The main reason we celebrate Passover is to tell the story of how God brought the Israelites out 
of slavery in Egypt so that we will be reminded that our God is a mighty and powerful God. 
 
Reader 1: About 4,000 years ago God promised the land of Israel to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but 
because of famine their descendants went to Egypt, where they stayed for about 400 years.  The Pharaoh 
in Egypt began to fear the descendants of Jacob, also named Israel, as they grew in number.  So the 
Pharaoh made them slaves and treated them harshly. 
 
Reader 2:  But the Israelites continued to grow in numbers.  Pharaoh decided he needed to reduce their 
numbers, so he made a law that all newborn baby boys were to be drowned in the Nile River.  One family 
hid their baby boy in a basket in the river, and the Pharaoh’s daughter found him, named him Moses, and 
decided to raise him in the palace as her own. 
 
Reader 3: Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s palace, but he knew he was an Israelite and he saw how his people 
were treated.  When he was about 40 years old he saw an Egyptian beating an Israelite slave and he 
became angry and killed the Egyptian.  Moses then ran away to a faraway land to save his life.  He lived 
for the next forty years in the land of Midian as a shepherd. 
 
Reader 4:  One day when Moses was taking care of his sheep, God spoke to him from a burning bush.  He 
told Moses that he had heard the cries of his people and that He cared for them.  He told Moses to go to 
Pharaoh and tell Pharaoh to let the slaves go.  Moses was fearful and reluctant to go, but God told him of 
the wonders and signs He would do to show the Pharaoh and all the Egyptians that He is the only God. 
 
Reader 5:  Moses went to Pharaoh, but he refused to give up his slaves.  Pharaoh hardened his heart again 
and again, so God sent plague after plague upon the Egyptians to convince them that only He is God. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Second Cup of Wine (The cup of affliction) 
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Father: It is time now for the second drink of wine—the cup of Affliction—and then continue our story.  
Our glasses are still very full.  A full cup is a symbol of joy, and this story brings us joy because of God’s 
mighty power.  But we need to remember that when he freed the people, there was a great cost, 
especially for the Egyptians.  Because Pharaoh hardened his heart and would not believe, Go sent many 
plagues on the Egyptians.  Tonight we will name each plague and as we do, dip your finger in your cup 
and let a drop of wine fall on your plate as we remember each plague. 
 
Father/All Echo: 
(1st drop)   Water to blood. 
(2nd drop)   Frogs in every home. 
(3rd drop)   Flies cover everything. 
(4th drop)   Gnats on every person and animal. 
(5th drop)   Cattle disease. 
(6th drop)   Painful sores on all the people. 
(7th drop)   Hail destroys crops. 
(8th drop)   Locusts eat up food. 
(9th drop)   Darkness for three days. 
(10th drop)   Thousands of firstborn sons die. 
 
All:  (Father lead, all repeat) 

I will free you from being slaves… 
 
Father:  Join me in sharing the second drink, the cup of Affliction. (All drink) 

Now let us finish the Maggid, the Passover story. 
 
Reader 1:  When Pharaoh’s firstborn son died, he was finally willing to let the Israelites go.  He called for 
Moses in the middle of the night and the people of Israel left immediately. 
 
Reader 2:  But Pharaoh changed his mind and he chases after them with his soldiers.  When the Israelites 
came to the Red Sea, God sent a mighty wind that separated the waters of the sea so that the people could 
walk across on dry land.  But when the soldiers tried to follow them, God caused the water of the Red Sea 
to close again, and the soldiers drowned.  (Pause)  The Israelites were free! 
 
The Matzah 
 
Father:  Now is the time to share the breaking of the bread.  Appointed child at each table to get the 
matzah platter for your table.  (Children go.)  Now pass the platter around at your table; each person 
may take one loaf of bread then break your portion in half.  You will eat a portion now but save most of it 
for later. 
 
All: (Father lead, all repeat) 

“Blessed are You, O LORD our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who creates the wheat for us to use in making bread.” 
(All eat half of their portion of bread, saving a piece for later.) 

 
 
Second Question 
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Second Child:  On all other nights we may eat any loaf of bread.  Why on this night do we eat matzah—the 
bread without yeast? 
 
Second Father:  Why do we eat Matzah?  As the Israelites ran from Egypt, they did not have time to add 
yeast and let the dough rise, so they carried their bread dough wrapped in cloths with them into the 
desert.  We eat Matzah tonight to remind us of the LORD’s mighty hand in rescuing the Israelites from 
Egypt in only one night. 
 
The Afikomen (Tzafun) 
 
Father:  Because we are Christians, the Matzah has another meaning for us also.  I have on this 
Ceremonial Plate three Matzah crackers.  (Hold up three crackers stacked together for all to see.)  These 
three matzah crackers can represent God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  (Take out the 
middle cracker.)  This one represents Jesus. 
 
See how the bread is striped?  This reminds us that Jesus was beaten with whips even though he was 
innocent. 
 
See how the bread has holes?  That reminds us that Jesus had nails hammered into his wrists and feet 
when he went to the cross. 
 
(Father breaks this middle cracker in half.)  See how I break the bread?  This reminds us that Jesus died 
to save us.  Now I will hide half of this bread, to remind us that Jesus was buried in a tomb for three days 
before he rose from the dead.  We call this bread the Afikomen, which means dessert.  I will go hide it 
and at the end of the meal, I will let the children hunt for it.  (Father goes to back of room, or another 
room and hides the middle cracker, wrapped in a cloth.) 
 
The Bitter Herbs (The Maror) 
 
Father:  Now it is time to taste the Maror (the bitter herbs).  This is the Maror (show horseradish on the 
Ceremonial Plate).  Each of you has some on your Seder plate.  Each of you may scoop some Maror 
(horseradish) onto a piece of Matzah.  Be sure to leave some Matzah for later. 
 
All: (Father lead, all repeat) 

“Blessed are You, O LORD our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who has told us to eat bitter herbs.”  (All eat bread and horseradish) 

 
The Third Question 
 
Third Child:  On all other nights, we eat all kinds of vegetables.  Why do we eat only bitter herbs tonight? 
 
Third Father:  Even though our lives are sweet today, we eat bitter herbs to remember how bitter life was 
for the children of Israel in Egypt. 
 
Charoset 
 
Father:  Now we will use the last piece of Matzah.  We will be dipping it in the Charoset, a mixture of 
apples, honey, nuts and wine.  (Show Charoset on Ceremonial Plate.)  It represents the mortar the 
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Israelites mixed together out of clay and straw to make bricks.  At this time, scoop some more Maror 
(horseradish) onto your bread, then dip the bitter herbs and bread into the Charoset. 
 
The Fourth Question 
 
Fourth Child:  On all other nights we do not dip even once.  Why do we dip twice tonight? 
 
Fourth Father: Why do we dip twice?  First we dipped the Karpas (green vegetable) into “tears”; now we 
dip the bitter herbs into the Charoset and so we dip twice tonight.  We dip the Charoset to remind us 
that even the most bitter experiences can be sweetened by the hope we have in God. 
 
All: (Father lead, all repeat) 

  We dip the bitter herbs into the Charoset to remind us  
that hope in God can make even the most bitter experiences sweet.  (All eat) 

 
Father:  We have eaten the Matzah to remind us of the haste with which the children of Israel left Egypt.  
We have tasted the bitter herbs to remind us of the bitter slavery they experienced there. 
 
(Lifting the lamb from the Ceremonial plate)  This roasted shank bone represents the lamb whose blood 
marked the houses of the children of Israel.  Tonight as the children entered they painted the doorframe 
with this lamb’s blood so that the Angel of the Lord would Passover this house accepting the sacrifice of 
the Passover Lamb in the place of our oldest son. 
 
The last thing on the Ceremonial plate is the roasted egg.  It is called Khagigah; it is a symbol for new 
birth and eternal life, since the shape of an egg shows no beginning and no end. 
 
 
Dayenu (It would have been sufficient/enough)  
 
Father:  Dayenu means, “it would have been sufficient or it would have been enough.”  Let us join hands 
around each table as we recite the Dayenu together.  (Like AMEN song) 
 
Father All 
If the LORD had rescued us from Egypt 
But had not punished our enemies— 

It would have been enough. 

If the LORD had only destroyed their gods 
But had not parted the Red Sea-- 

It would have been enough. 

If the LORD had parted the sea for us 
But had not drowned our enemies— 

It would have been enough. 

If the LORD had only saved us from our enemies 
But not fed us with manna— 

It would have been enough. 

If the Lord had only led us through the desert  
But had not given us the commandments-- 

It would have been enough. 

If the LORD had only given us commandments 
But not the land of Israel-- 

It would have been enough. 

 
Father:  But the Holy One provided all of these blessings to his people.  And not only these, but also many 
more. 
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Mother:  Tonight’s meal… 
 
Enjoy your Meal 
 
Video: “Watch the Lamb” 
 
Song: Lamb of God 
 
Song: Amazing Love (You Are My King) 
 
The Third Cup of Wine (The Cup of Redemption) 
 
Father:  We will now prepare to drink from our cups a third time.  This is the cup of redemption, 
symbolizing the blood of the Passover lamb. 
 
All: (Father lead, all repeat)     “I will redeem you with an outstretched arm…” 
 
Father:  Not only did the LORD God redeem Israel, but he sent his Son to redeem us.  When Jesus took the 
Passover meal with his apostles on the night before he died, this cup, the cup of redemption, is the cup 
Jesus spoke of when he said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” 
(Luke 22:20).  Just as the blood of the lamb saved the children of Israel, the blood of Jesus saves those 
who believe in him today. 
 
All: (Father lead, all repeat) 

“Blessed are You, O LORD our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who creates the fruit of the vine.  Let us gratefully drink.”  (All drink) 
 

 The Legend of Elijah 
 
Father:  There is a popular Passover legend that Elijah the Prophet visits every house where a Seder is 
being held.  The legend comes from Malachi 4.  “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and 
laws I gave him at Mount Horeb for all Israel.  See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great day 
of the LORD comes.  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers.  (Father fills cup for Elijah.) 
 
Mother:  This cup is for Elijah.  Let’s open the door for Elijah.  Also, we open the door as a symbol of 
hospitality and friendliness.  It is a sign that no person is shut out of this house, for this house belongs to 
the LORD.  (Mother selects a child to open the door.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Fourth Cup of Wine (The Cup of Praise) 
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Father:  Let us prepare to drink for the last time and give thanks to God. 
 
Father All 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good… His love endures forever! 
Give thanks to the God of gods… His love endures forever! 
Give thanks to the LORD of lords… His love endures forever! 
To him who alone does great wonders… His love endures forever! 
Who by his understanding made the heavens… His love endures forever! 
Who spread out the earth upon the waters… His love endures forever! 
Who made the great lights… His love endures forever! 
The sun to rule the day… His love endures forever! 
The moon and stars to rule the night… His love endures forever! 
To him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt… His love endures forever! 
And brought Israel out from among them… His love endures forever! 
With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm… His love endures forever! 
To him who divided the Red Sea asunder… His love endures forever! 
And brought Israel through the midst of it… His love endures forever! 
But swept pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea… His love endures forever! 
To him who led his people through the desert… His love endures forever! 
Give thanks to the God of heaven… His love endures forever! 
 
          (Psalm 136: 1-16, 26) 
All:  (Father lead, all repeat) 

I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God… 
 
Father:  (Lifting the cup)  Let us lift our cups and bless the Name of the LORD. 
 
All: (Father lead, all repeat) 

“Blessed are You, O LORD our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who creates the fruit of the vine.”   (All drink) 

 
Father:  Our Passover Seder is now complete, just as our redemption is forever complete.  Let us conclude 
with the traditional wish.  After the Babylonian captivity, Israelites were scattered all over the world.  
They all dreamed of a day when they would be able to return to their homeland and live free of earthly 
oppressors, in Jerusalem.  As Christians we dream of a day when John’s vision from Revelation 21 will be 
fulfilled.   
 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth had disappeared, and 
there was no sea anymore. And I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God. It was prepared like a bride dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne, saying, “Now God’s presence is with people, and he will live with them, and they will be his 
people. God himself will be with them and will be their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and there will be no more death, sadness, crying, or pain, because all the old ways are gone.” 
        Rev. 21:1-4 NCV 

 
As Jesus spoke during the last supper, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  Lk. 22:15-16 NIV 
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We long for the day when the “New Jerusalem” will come down.  We eagerly wait for the time when God’s 
kingdom will fully come and we will walk in constant, unhindered, heavenly fellowship with God—sitting 
daily around the table with Jesus.  And so we enthusiastically say together… 
 
All:  NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM!!! 
 
Song: “Days of Elijah” 
 
Song: “10,000 Reasons” 
 
Thank you for participating.  I hope that this night is one you will remember, more than that, I 
hope it is a night that will help you remember how God has intervened in our world.  He has done 
more than enough!  His love endures forever!  And so we dismiss in prayer… 
 
 
 
 
 


